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The Scottish Government— 
 

 What are your views on the issues raised in the petition? 
 
In December 2004, the then First Minister gave an apology in Parliament to 
those who had suffered abuse while in care.  Ministers agreed to set up an 
independent review of the systems that governed residential schools and 
children’s homes from 1950 – 1995.  This Independent Review was published 
in November 2007 and was led by Tom Shaw.  
 

Following this review, on 7 February 2008, the then Minister for Children and 
Early Years made a statement1 in the Scottish Parliament setting out the 
progress made in improving support to survivors of in care abuse and which 
included a commitment to fund a support service for survivors and their 
families. Following an open, competitive process, Open Secret was appointed 
to lead the In Care Survivors Service Scotland (ICSSS) and it was launched 
later that year (November 2008). 
 
The service responds to a recommendation from the review into historic 
abuse led by Tom Shaw, and funding was awarded to a partnership led by 
Open Secret, to establish and mainstream therapeutic services for survivors. 
 
The Scottish Government committed £750,000 to the service over three years 
from November 2008.  The final payment was made in April 2011 and covers 
the period up to October 2011.  As part of the original terms and conditions of 
the grant agreed with Ministers, Open Secret was made responsible for 
securing continued funding for the ICSSS through local and national funding 
sources once the SG funding came to an end.  
  
To date around 500 survivors have used the service of whom around 280 
survivors have received counselling with other users accessing services such 
as the befriending service, informal support and assistance to access their 
personal records. Officials in Care and Justice have worked closely with the 
service since the beginning of the project.  
 

Officials recently met with ICSSS service users to listen to their past 
experiences and also hear their views on the service.  It is clear that the 
ICSSS forms an extremely important part of the lives of many individuals, 
often because of the positive impact of the counselling or because the service 
has helped to access records, and in so doing helped individuals make sense 

                                                 
1
 http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/ORSearch/ReportView.aspx?r=4774&i=39672&c=912587&s 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/ORSearch/ReportView.aspx?r=4774&i=39672&c=912587&s


of their earlier lives and their identity. Users felt that the ICSSS counselling 
had helped them lead positive, self-sufficient lives and some felt they were 
only able to continue working with the support of the service. Survivors felt 
that without the service, they would either be forced to access non-specialist 
services or would choose not to access any at all. 
 
There are a number of other organisations offering counselling or advocacy 
services of one type of another.  However, Scottish Government officials are 
not aware of any other service available in Scotland specifically for survivors 
of historical abuse offering a sufficient package of support.   
 

 Will you continue to provide any level of funding to In Care Survivors 
Service Scotland, please provide details. 

 
As mentioned previously, as part of the original terms and conditions of the 
grant agreed with Ministers, Open Secret was made responsible for securing 
continued funding for the ICSSS through local and national funding sources 
once the SG funding came to an end.  Regrettably, alternative funding for the 
service could not be found within the original three year timespan of Scottish 
Government funding.  
 
Open Secret has recently commissioned an independent evaluation of the 
ICSSS.  The results of this evaluation will be published on the ICSSS website 
towards the end of October 2011.   
 
Officials have asked Open Secret to submit a renewed business case for 
further funding until March 2012.  
 
Following the Scottish Government Spending Review, officials are in 
negotiations with the ICSSS to consider the next three year spending period.   
Officials will consider the Evaluation Report and the business case to review 
the future funding provision for the ICSSS.  
 
Officials will continue to work with the service to explore alternative funding 
streams for when funding comes to an end in 2014. 
 

 

 

 


